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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 1946] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1946) for the relief of Erich Anton Helfert, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Erich Anton Helfert. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 20-year-old native of Czechoslovakia 
and citizen of Germany who last entered the United States on August 
23, 1950, as an exchange student. He attended the School of Jour- 
nalism at the University of Nevada until June 1951. He is presently 
employed by the Martin Iron Works owned by Martin G. Schwamb, 
where his services are said to be needed in the interests of the defense 
effort. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated April 15, 1952, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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Apri 15, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarrRAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1946) for the relief of Erich Anton 
Helfert, an alien exchange student. The bill would grant Mr. Helfert permanent 
residence in the United States. 

A memorandum prepared by the Immigration and Naturalization Service of 
this Department setting forth the facts in the case is attached. 

The quota of Czechoslovakia, to which Mr. Helfert is chargeable, is over- 
subscribed and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. he record fails 
to present any facts which would parr granting him a preference over other 
aliens who also desire to obtain the benefits of residence in the United States, but 
who is compliance with law, remain abroad and await their regular turns for the 
issuance of immigration visas. It may be noted that Mr. Helfert, even after he 
had decided to try to remain in the United States permanently and had contacted 
an American consul for that purpose, continued to accept funds provided him by 
the United States Government with the understanding that he was to return to 
Germany. 

To grant Mr. Helfert the extraordinary relief of exemption from the operation 
of the general provisions of the immigration laws by special legislation would, in 
effect, be to reward him for failing to return to Germany as he knew he was ex- 
pected to do when he was awarded the United States Government scholarship. 
In enacting Public Law 402, referred to in the attached memorandum, the Con- 
gress intended that all exchange students be required to return to their homeland 
even going so far as to make them ineligible for the relief of suspension of deporta- 
tion. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 





MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
Service Fires Re Ericn ANTON HELFERT, BENEFICIARY OF 8S. 1946 


Mr. Helfert was born on May 29, 1931, in Czechoslovakia, and is a citizen of 
Germany. Mr. Helfert, who is unmarried, arrived in the United States at New 
York on August 23, 1950, and was admitted as a student to August 22, 1951. 
His application for an extension of stay has been denied. Mr. Helfert entered 
the United States pursuant to the United States Information and Educational 
Exchange Act of 1948 (22 U. S. C. 1446; Public Law 402, 80th Cong.) which 
provides for the interchange of students and others between the United States 
and other countries for the purpose of promoting a better understanding of the 
United States in other countries. 

Mr. Helfert attended high school at Neuberg, Bavaria, United States Zone of 
Germany. While employed by the New Neuberg newspaper after graduation he 
applied for and received a scholarship offered by the United States High Com- 
mission in Germany under the foreign exchange student program. In June 1950, 
the Institute of International Education, New York, N. Y., which administers 
funds for the United States Department of State, wrote to Mr. Helfert that he 
had been admitted to the University of Nevada for the academic year 1950-51, 
and that in order to fulfill the purpose of the award being given him he was 
expected to return to Germany after the completion of 1 year in the United States. 
Mr. Helfert attended the School of Journalism, University of Nevada, from 
September 1950, to June 1951. The Institute of International Education paid 
for all of Mr. Helfert’s expenses, including travel, school fees, room, board, 
clothing, books, and spending money. From February 1951, until the end of 
the school year Mr. Helfert was employed part-time by the Martin Iron Works, 
Reno, Nev. Since the end of the school year in June 1951, he has been employed 
full time by this concern as a mechanie’s helper at a salary of $248.40 per month. 
He resides rent-free in Reno at the home of Mr. Martin Schwamb, the owner of 
the Martin Iron Works. Felix Kortschak, the proposed beneficiary of 8. 1947, 
who eutered the United States as an exchange student in 1950, is now also em- 
ployed by and resides in the home of Mr. Schwamb. 
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Mr. Helfert stated that he was required to join the Hitler Youth when he 
became 10 years of age and continued as a member until he reached the age of 
14 years. He has no relatives in the United States. His father is deceased. His 
mother resides in Neuberg, Bavaria, Germany, and is supported by a pefision 
from her late husband’s former employer. According to Mr. Helfert, soon after 
his arrival in the United States he decided that he would like to remain here 

ermanently and he contacted an attorney and several members of the university 
aculty for advice as to how to proceed to secure permanent residence in the 
United States. He also contacted the United States consul at Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, and was notified on January 16, 1951, that the quota to 
which he is chargeable was oversubscribed and that he would not be permitted 
to register at an American consular office while residing in the United States. 

According to the Department of State, Mr. Helfert, who was scheduled to return 
to Germany on September 5, 1951, did not leave but instead indicated that he was 
seeking to remain in the United States permanently. The Department of State 
further advised the Immigration and Naturalization Service as follows: 

“The chief aim of the German exchange program under which Mr. Helfert was 
brought to the United States is to make it possible for German citizens to gain an 
understanding and appreciation of democratic ideals and principles, so that when 
they return home they may assist in the democratic growth of that country. 
Germany has an urgent need for young people with the ability and enthusiasm to 
help to rebuild Germany in the democratic mold. Those who have had an oppor- 
tunity to visit the United States can be of great assistance to Germany by testify- 
ing to the falseness of the propaganda which the Communists are now spreading 
in Germany concerning the United States and democracy in general. Because 
Germany needs young democratic citizens so desperately, the Department and 
the Office of the United States High Commissioner for Germany require all 
German Government sponsored students to return to Germany within one calendar 
year from the date of their arrival. We hope that these students will return home 
with a sincere desire to aid Germany. 

“The Congress appropriated funds for the German program for the purpose of 
reorienting Germany to a democratic way of life. Therefore, if any of the students 
who come here under this program fail to return to Germany, the Government 
funds spent on such students are entirely wasted. In addition, if such students 
remain here they are using the exchange program as an immigration vehicle, 
This was not the intent of the Congress in appropriating funds for ‘the program, 
and the Department would be remiss in its duty if it did not make every effort to 
return these students to Germany at the end of their year of study. In Mr. 
Helfert’s case, the Department spent a total of approximately $1,700 to bring 
him here and support him throughout the academic vear 1950-51. If Mr. Helfert 
does not return to Germany, this $1,700 might better have been spent on some 
other student more conscious of his duty to return to his own country. 

“Tt may be noted that all of these German students knew before they came to 
the United States that they would be expected to return within 1 year. Many of 
them would like to stay here for a longer period, but the Department is making 
every effort to return them home in order to achieve the program aims.”’ 


Senator Pat McCarran, the author of the bill, has received numerous 
letters of recommendation in connection with the case among which 
are the following: 

Martin Iron Works, 
Reno, Nev., August 8, 1961. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Mr. Erich A. Helfert and German F. Kortschak have been employed by me for 
approximately 5 months. 

Since the first of June both have worked steady. They worked part time during 
the school months while attending the University cf Nevada. They are very 
conscientious, reliable and of good moral claracter. I Fave full corfidence in 
these two young men and believe they would make fine American citizers. 

Due to the-tremendous work en hand for the defense of the United States and 
due to the shortage of men in Nevada I should like very much if permanent resi- 
dence could be granted to these two men, 

Very truly yours, 
Martin G. ScHWAMB, 
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, 
Reno, Nev., August 4, 1951. 
Senator P. A. McCarran, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator McCarran: I have been acquainted with Erich A. Helfert, 
a displaced person from Czechoslovakia, since his arrival in the United States a 
year ago as an exchange student from Germany; and I am certain that, if granted 
the opportunity, he will develop into the type of American citizen we most desire 
and need. 

During his period of study at the University of Nevada, he has demonstrated 
a high degree of adaptability and a ready acceptance of our American ideals and 
institutions. He has approached his work with enthusiasm and energy, and in all 
of his personal contacts he has demonstrated his responsibility and integrity. In 
my opinion, he has shown an unusual degree of intellectual ability and a marked 
potentiality for leadership in student relations and in the community. 

In view of the fact that Mr. Helfert has expressed the desire to be permitted to 
remain in this country and to eventually become a citizen, I sincerely trust that the 
means may be found to enable him to effect this desire. I am confident that all 
of his acquaintances of the past year in this community will gladly concur in 
the above judgment and recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lawton B. Kune, 
Assistant Professor. 


Reno, NeEv., August 4, 1951. 
The Honorable Par McCarran, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator McCarran: To aid in the endeavor of Mr. Erich A. Helfert 
who has been attending the University of Nevada the past year, in obtaining his 
citizenship in our country, I wish to state that in knowing this young man the 
past school semester, he has shown a most pleasing and considerate manner at all 
times. He has been in our home several times and I feel sure that if he becomes a 
citizen of our country, he would indeed, be an asset to this district, State and 
country as well. 

It is with pleasure that I submit this recommendation to you in behalf of Erich. 

With all good wishes and kindest personal regards to you 

Sincerely yours, 
Ernet M. Parker 
(Mrs. J. Benjamin Parker). 


City or Reno, 
Reno, Nev., August 6, 1951. 
Hon. P. A. McCarran, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: It has come to my attention that Erich A. Helfert, who has been an 
exchange student from Germany attending the University of Nevada during the 
past year, is now desirous of remaining in the United States and becoming a 
citizen, 

This young man has called at my office on numerous occasions during his sojourn 
at the University of Nevada and I have bad the pleasure of discussing with bim 
many and varied subjects. He has always appeared to me to be a very forthright 
and outstanding young man and possessed of a great deal of academic ability. 
He is endowed with a very friendly nature and the ability to meke friends. 

I feel, if given the opportunity, he should make a very fine citizen of our country. 


Sincerely yours, 
F. R. Smitu, Mayor. 
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RICHARDSON LOVELOCK, INc., 
Reno, Nev., August 6, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

Mr. Erich A. Helfert has been known to me for the past 10 months, during 
— time he has attended the University of Nevada as an exchange student from 

ermany. 

During this period he has been employed part time by, and has been the house 
guest of, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Schwamb, 1034 Humboldt Street, Reno. The 
unquestioned loyalty, patriotism, and standing of Mr. and Mrs. Schwamb 
further recommend to me the habits and character of Mr. Helfert. Mr. Schwamb 
is the owner and manager of a steel fabricating plant in this city and is a man of 
integrity and influence in this community. He maintains a creditable home and 
is a member of that well-known patriotic fraternity, the Elks Lodge. I am con- 
vinced that people of the integrity of Mr. and Mrs. Schwamb would not give 
shelter to or recommend anyone unworthy of their consideration. 

I join with many others in this community in urging that every effort be made 
to permit Mr. Helfert to remain in this country permanently. He is now em- 

loyed by Martin’s Iron Works of this city, a concern devoting a major part of 
its efforts to defense work, and I consider that Mr. Helfert’s continued presence 
in this country essential to the defense effort. 
F. B. Lovetock, 
Owner and Manager. 


Reno, NEv., August 4, 1951. 
Senator Par McCarran, 
Senate Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator McCarran: Erich Helfert, German exchange student, has just 
told me that he is going on with his plans to remain here, if possible. We feel sure 
that the contacts, which he is able to make, will help us to understand better the 
German people and their country. 

We have seen Erich often since last fall. He has grown to be like one of our 
own family. Consequently, we feel that we can truly vouch for his unusually 
fine character. 

Chester joins me in extending kindest personal regards to you and Miss Adams. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. CuesterR A. PATERSON. 


UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, 
Reno, Nev., August 6, 1951. 
The Honorable Pat McCarran, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: I am writing to you on behalf of Mr. Erich A. Helfert, 
ethnical German refugee, who has been a student at the University of Nevada 
during the last academic year and who applied to you to obtain permission for 
permanent residence in this country. 

In my capacity as adviser for foreign students I had ample opportunity to 
become well acquainted with Mr. Helfert and I am happy to recommend him 
to you without any reservations. He is a young man of excellent character and 
good morals who is thoroughly imbued with the ideas of democracy. It is my 
honest opinion that Mr. Helfert would make a fine citizen of this country and that 
he would never become a liability to anyone. 

Respectfully yours, 
C. F. Metz, 
Chairman, Department of Foreign Languages. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1946) should be enacted. 


O 





